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Most people have never had the experience of riding in the back of 
an ambulance.  While that is great for them, it is not true for me.  In 
fact, I have ridden in the back of an ambulance more times than I 
can count.  No, I am not accident prone, but for years I served as an 
ambulance driver and attendant both as a volunteer and for two paid 

ambulance services.  My journey began at the tender age of 16 when 
I joined the Dumont Ambulance Volunteer Youth Squad.  As a Life 
Boy Scout, I had already taken both standard and advanced first aid 
courses from the Red Cross.  As a youth volunteer, I put those skills 
to work.  By the time I was 17, I was certified as an Emergency 
Medical Technician (EMT), which was a fairly new and rare level of 
training in 1970.  But this story is not about me.  It is about the vehi-
cles we know as ambulances. 

The ambulance has changed significantly over time.  The concept of 
a vehicle to haul injured individuals to a medical facility came about 

during the American 
Civil War.   

Continued on Page 3 

1967 Cadillac Ambulance with a very young author 

Car of the Month 

1967 Cadillac Ambulance 

By Peter W. Pandolfi 
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BRR Region Contacts 

Bull Run Region Website: 

www.bullrunaaca.org 

Officers: 

President: Peter Pandolfi 
(703) 919-8343 (Cell) 
rr4pwp@gmail.com 
 
Vice Pres: Randy Higgins 
(703) 853-2235 
rfh24@yahoo.com   
 
Treasurer: Nicki Hudson 
(540) 513-6736 (Cell) 
nancyshudson@msn.com  
 
Secretary: Bill Sessler 
(703) 368-2367 
sesslerize@comcast.net  
 

Board of Directors: 

Scott Patton 
(703) 474-6909 
1969olds98@cox.net 
 
Ron Davis 
(703) 280-4461 ((Home) 
Concours356@aol.com  
 
John Price 
(703) 407-4334 
Johnp.jp26@gmail.com  
 

Website Coordinator: 

Randy Higgins 
(703) 853-2235 
rfh24@yahoo.com   
 

Sunshine Committee: 

Jessica Pozdol 
(571)-269-7585 (Cell) 
Jn8691@gmail.com  

Membership Chair: 

Dave Claveloux 
(703) 895-5662 (Cell) 
dmclaveloux@hotmail.com  

The President’s Page  by Peter Pandolfi 

.Wow!  June already.  I can’t believe half the year is gone.  That 
just shows how busy we have been in the Region.  As I look back 
at these first six months, I see the Region making a lot of progress.  
We have added five new members to the club.  We have new, re-
designed website.   We are on Facebook and more of our members 
are stepping up to either run or assist with our activities.  When I 
became President for the second time in 2021, I had a goal of im-
proving in each of these areas, and thanks to all of you we have 
been successful.  No one person can do this.  It takes all of us 
working together to keep our Region thriving and fun. 

While helpful to look back, it is more important to look forward.  
The next six months will be very active.  The elephant in the 
room?  The Edgar Rohr Memorial Car Meet on September 16.  
Gene and Randy have done a tremendous job in advertising the 
meet, working with our new venue and getting everything in place 
for the event.  They have a host of members already working dili-
gently on the show.  Jon Battle and John Price are soliciting spon-
sors and getting the word out.  Jim and Sally Batchelder are ex-
pertly handling registrations.  Bill Sessler is working with the Ma-
sons (our new venue) and the Model T club to arrange their 
demonstration.  Our partner, Crusin-For-Heroes, have been active-
ly passing out show flyers and advertising the show.  These efforts 
plus the work of several other members, Craig Flanagan—Awards, 
Franklin Gage—Chief Judge, Scott Patton—Insurance and Ban-
ner, Jennifer Gilkey—Club Store, are ensuring the show’s success.  
As the time approaches, we will need more members to step for-
ward especially on the day of the show.  Get with either Gene or 
Randy to volunteer your services.  I know they will appreciate it. 

Also in the coming months we will have the ODMA Tour, the Ma-
nassas Christmas Parade, the December meeting cookie exchange 
along with the election of officers for 2024 and selection for the 
annual awards to be presented at the January banquet.  So while 
you are enjoying the summer with its multitude of collector car 
events, please give some consideration these Region events.  Par-
ticipating in the Christmas Parade it a great time.  Ernie Newland 
heads this effort for us, so let him know if you would like to par-
ticipate especially if you own a classic convertible.  Additionally, 
around September I will be soliciting volunteers to run for Region 
officer positions.  The goal is to have the ballot published in the 
November Clutch Chatter for the December vote.  All positions, 
officers and board of directors, are available to any member. 

I truly appreciate everyone’s efforts and look forward to another 
great six months.  Pete 

June Automotive Trivia Question 

What was Ford's answer to the Chevy Corvette, and other legal 
street racers of the 1960's?  

See answer on Page 10 

http://www.bullrunaaca.org
mailto:nancyshudson@msn.com
mailto:Concours356@aol.com
mailto:Jn8691@gmail.com
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Car of the Month continued 
Many attempts at creating such a capability existed 
prior to the mid-1800s, going back as far as the 
1400’s in Europe and China.  In 1858 Dr. Israel Mo-
ses proposed an original design to the U.S. Congress 
for a U.S. military ambulance service.  By 1861, a 
compliment of two- and four-wheeled wagons were 
converted to carry injured soldiers from the battle-
field to field hospitals.  These wagons were crude 

and rough riding leading to some soldiers not sur-
viving the trip, but it was a start.  After the war, as 
designs were modified, many cities began to use 
converted wagons to move ill and injured citizens to 

area hospitals.  Progress was slow and, yes, some 
ambulances did double duty as hearses, or vice ver-

sa. 

With the advent of the automobile, ambulances be-
gan to thrive as motor vehicles were faster and more 
comfortable than the wagons.  While just about any 
car could be converted to ambulance duty in the ear-
ly days, most were built on large framed, high end 
automobiles such as Packard, Studebaker, Cadillac 
and Lincoln.  Ambulance attendants had little train-
ing and there was not a great need for much equip-
ment other than a stretcher.  This, too, would evolve 
as time went on.  One thing that has been consistent 
with ambulance evolution is that they keep getting 
bigger. 

That was a long introduction to get to the subject of 
this article.  The 1967 Cadillac DeVille ambulance 
made by Miller-Meteor is my favorite ambulance.  
When I first volunteered, the Ambulance Corps of 
Dumont, New Jersey had a 1964 Cadillac Superior 
ambulance and this 1967 Cadillac, unit numbers 28 
and 29 respectively.  Both these vehicles were big 
and comfortable.  They carried a wide range of 
equipment, which was identical between the two.  In 
my opinion, the 1967 had a better look and more 
efficient design when compared to the 1964.  Also, 
it was our newest ambulance being only 2 years old 
when I joined. 

This ambulance was built on a Cadillac Series 75 
limousine chassis and fitted with a station wagon 
type body similar to a hearse.  To be clear, this unit 
was an ambulance from the ground up and never 
served as a hearse.  Powering this nearly four ton 
behemoth was Cadillac’s 472 cubic inch V-8 engine 
making 375 horsepower and delivering 525 foot 
pounds of torque.  

Continued on Page 6 

Example of Civil War era ambulance 

View of the front seat with battery switch 

Rear view of 1967 Cadillac in garage bay 
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Your Hobby, Your Newsletter, Your Stories 
I welcome any contribution members would like to 
submit.  In this issue you will notice an article by a 
member on a car museum he visited.  This is the kind 
of item I am looking for.  Especially desired are arti-
cles on National meets and tours you might attend.  
Email is the best way to submit items, but if the files 
are large, burned to a CD/DVD or thumb drive is per-
fectly fine.  I will even take them hardcopy if neces-
sary.  This method would be very labor intensive, but 
I will make it work.  Submission deadline and contact 
information is below.  Please use MS Word if at all 
possible.  Thanks in advance for all your support. 

Dr. Peter W. Pandolfi 
11090 Mountain Run Lake Rd. 
Culpeper, VA 22701 
Phone: (703) 919-8343 

Email: rr4pwp@gmail.com 

The deadline for submissions for inclusion in the 
next issue is the 25th of the month.  

June Anniversaries 

 

June Birthdays   

Note:  Your  bir thday or  anniversary not listed?  
Please let me know the date(s) by email.  Spouses as 
well.  Years are not necessary since we are all 29 at 
heart.  Thanks, Pete 

Parking Lot:  Have a car , some automobilia or  
shop tools to sell?  Don’t forget to advertise it in our 
Parking Lot feature.  Just submit the information and a 
picture to Pete to get it included.  Every member of 
the Region will get to see what you are offering as 
well as several other Regions in our area that get cop-
ies of the Clutch Chatter.  Best of all it is free! 

Awards:  During the May meeting, two Bull Run 
members received awards from President Pete Pan-
dolfi.  Ron Davis was presented his Historic Preserva-

tion plaque for his 1964 Porshe won at the Gettysburg 
meet in May.  Additionally, Bill Sessler was presented 
his Lifetime Membership certificate recognizing all 
his contributions to the Bull Run Region over the past 
53 years. 

Show and Shine:  Our display at the Virginian As-
sisted Living Facility scheduled for June 17 has been 
cancelled by the facility.  An unexpected conflict 
arose on their part.  This event may be rescheduled. 

Car Show Trophy Sponsorships:  Bull Run mem-
bers have the opportunity to sponsor any of the 
awards being presented at the 47th Edgar Rohr Me-
morial Car Meet on September 16.  Sponsorship lev-
els are $100 for one of the three special awards, $75 
for one of the Best of Show awards, and $50 for two 
of the class awards.  Sponsors have their name printed 
on the trophy, are listed on the list of sponsors and 
their name is announced at the awards presentation.  
Anyone interested in sponsoring an award should con-
tact Gene Gilkey or Randy Higgins.  Make checks 
payable to “Bull Run Region, AACA”. 

Continued on Page  5 

Mary Beth Borsetti June 10 

Sally Batchelder June 28 

Cecilia Healy June 29 

Member News 

Editor’s Notes   by Peter W. Pandolfi: 

None  

Ron Davis (Top) & Bill Sessler (Bottom) re-
ceiving their awards from Pete 
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The monthly meeting of the Bull Run Region was 
held on May 21, 2023 at the Manassas VFW Hall with 
19 members in attendance.  The following were the 
issues discussed: 

1. Pledge of Allegiance 

2. Treasurer’s Report:  Read and approved. 

3. President’s Report:  Ron Davis was presented his 
First Preservation Plaque for his 1964 Porsche, 
which was won at the Gettysburg Meet.  Bill Sess-
ler received his Lifetime Membership in the Bull 
Run Region certificate.  See write-up in Member 
News. 

4.  Ernie Newland reported that the Manassas Christ-
mas Parade will be held on Dec 2, 2023.  He needs 
members with convertible classic cars for the Pa-
rade VIPs.  For this the Region receives a free en-
try for other classic automobiles.  Contact Ernie if 
you are interested.  The theme is Christmas in 
Toyland.  Jennifer Gilkey advised that new mag-
netic signs have been ordered with the Region 
logo and website.  They will be ready for the pa-
rade. 

5. Rohr Show report:  Gene Gilkey and Randy Hig-
gins informed the members that the arrangements 
with the new venue are complete and the Masons 
are very excited to host our event.  They will will 
deliver a $250 check to the Lodge for use of the 
event venue shortly.  They also said they got the 
street banner from Scott Patton.  They will review 
the banner for needed updates or possible replace-
ment.  They are also looking into renting an elec-
tronic bill board to advertise the show.  One of our 
potential show sponsors rents such items and may 
be persuaded to donate the rental in lieu of the 
sponsorship cost. 

6. ODMA:  Franklin Gage reported that the Fall Tour 
is scheduled for early November.  The Northern 
Neck Region should have the flyer out soon. 

7. Website:  Getting a number of views.  Any article 
submitted to the Clutch Chatter can also be sub-
mitted to the website. 

8. New Business:  Randy gave a short presentation 
on the traditions behind challenge coins.  He sug-
gested that the Region design its own coin which 
can be presented to guest speakers and sold in the 
Club Store.  Both members and non-members 
could purchase them as many people collect vari-

ous challenge coins.  The initial cost for 100 coins 
would be $540 which includes a $90 one time set 
up fee.  The coins could be sold at a substantial 
profit since most challenge coins sell for $15 to 
$20.  He made a motion that the Region design a 
coin and initially purchase 100 coins.  The motion 
was seconded and passed with one dissenting vote.  
Randy’s son, a graphic designer, will provide de-
signs for club review and approval.  The goal is to 
have the coins in time for the September car show.  

9. Randy gave a presentation on the Tucker automo-
bile. 

10. 50/50 won by Steve Deitz who donated his win-
nings back to the Region 

11. Adjourned. 

 

Member News continued 

Clutch Chatter:  We publish more than ar ticles on 
cars.  If you have attended a show, auction, museum 
or any other place of interest, share it with the rest of 
the club.  All it takes is a few words and pictures.  We 
look for a short article of about 1000 words and 
enough pictures to take the readers on a trip to the 
past.  Any little story will do whether a road trip, res-
toration, or just fond memories.  I am sure everyone of 
us has an interesting story.  Let’s hear your tale. 

Volunteers:  We are always looking for  new ways 
to improve the “Bull Run experience”.  If you have an  
interest or idea, or would like to help on a current ini-
tiative, please let any of the Bull Run officers and 
Board know.  One of us will get back to you to make 
any arrangements or put you in contact with one of the 
project coordinators.  Get involved!  It’s fun! 

Meeting Presentations:   Randy Higgins is tempo-
rarily coordinating the effort as we are still looking for 
someone to take on this project.   Anyone volunteer-
ing to take on this project will be free to change the 
format as he/she sees fit.  If you are interested in run-
ning this feature, please let Pete or Randy know. 

Website:  Randy Higgins has gotten our  new web-
site fully up and running.  The new address is 
www.bullrun.aaca.com.  Check out the new site.  If 
you have any ideas or talents to assist him, please let 
him know.  Randy has moved over the pictures of cur-
rent members’ cars from the old site.  If you got a new 
classic or didn’t have your car on the old site, send 
Randy a picture and get it included.  Check the web-
site regularly as we will be posting a variety of infor-
mation to include show flyers, past Clutch Chatters 
and special announcements.   

Meeting Minutes 

by Bill Sessler, Secretary 
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Car of the Month continued 

Electrical power in an ambulance is critical.  Running 
interior lights, emergency lights, radios, sirens and 
some emergency medical equipment took a lot of 
power.  Consequently, this ambulance had a high out-
put generator and two storage batteries to power all 
the electrical equipment. 

So what is unique about this 1967 Cadillac?  Well 
open the massive hood and you will see that huge en-
gine, but it looks just like the engine bay of any Cadil-
lac of that era except for the second battery and larger 
generator.  So let’s look in the front seat.  It looks like 
the interior of any standard Cadillac of that year ex-
cept for a few items.  Mounted to the dash you see the 
dispatch radio and controls for the electronic siren.  

Under the dash just above the floor you see a large 
black rotary switch.  This control allows the driver to 
select either the first battery or the second battery or 
both batteries.  You always selected both batteries, 
and the fourth position turned all the batteries off.  

You find this feature on most emergency vehicles, 
which can sit unused for extended periods of time.  
Coming out of each “A” pillar are the control wands 
for the two, side-mounted spot lights which doubled 
with red flashing emergency lights.  Look up to the 
headliner and you see a panel with three lights and 
switches.  The switches activated the emergency 
lights and sirens.  The lights served as a silent signal 
to the driver from the attendants in the rear so any 
family member of the patient riding in front would be 
unaware of changes in the rear.  Green meant speed 
up, things are going south, yellow meant slow down, 
the ride is affecting the patient, and red as always 
meant stop.  In reality, these lights were seldom used. 

So all in all the front third of the car was not that dif-
ferent from an ordinary Cadillac.  The back two thirds 
were like no other type of vehicle.  This ambulance 
had several cabinets containing a variety of emergen-
cy medical supplies.  The roll up door cabinet held 
fresh linen for the patient cot.  The phone-like unit 
was a direct dial radio to any of the local hospitals.  
This was used to relay in real time to the Emergency 
Room what the crew was dealing with and a mecha-
nism to relay vital signs along with other information.  
This allowed the Emergency Room to better prepare 
for what was coming in.  Down the left side was the 
patient cot, not a stretcher, which was wheeled in and 
out by the attendants.  The wheel carriage extended 
once out of the ambulance and could be adjusted to a 
variety of heights as needed.  Mounted to the left side 
wall was the breakaway stretcher which split in half 
and could be scooted under a patient and rejoined to 
lift the person up.  It was very useful for suspected 
back injuries where you did not want to move the pa-
tient much. 

Continued on Page 8 

Headliner panel with switches and warning lights 

Interior rear view with patient cot 

Cadillac 472 cu in engine making 375 hp 
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The following article entitled “Generations” was 

written by Fred Trusty, AACA  President.  It was 

originally published in the Winter 2023 Rummage 

Box.  

According to most car clubs, the old car hobby has 
been on the decline for several years. The reason, 
they say, is older members are aging out and younger 
people aren’t interested in cars. The silent generation 
(1925 – 1945) is now between 78 and 98 years old 
and the baby boomer generation (1946 – 1964) is 
now between 59 and 77 years old so it makes sense 
that we are losing a lot of members over the age of 
59. Let’s take a look at some of the other generations. 
The years can vary depending on the source.  

Generation Z (1997 – 2012) 11 – 26 years old. Gen Z 
has a completely different view of the world than 
other generations. They grew up with cell phones, 
social media, same sex marriage, global terrorism, 
and tend to have an entrepreneurial spirit. They freely 
admit that they are digital device addicts, value finan-
cial security, but yet they have very little loyalty to-
ward their employers. They look up to their role 
models based on career and financial success and 
tend to have the least disposable income.  

Millennials (1981 – 1996) 27 – 42 years old. Millen-
nials grew up with computers, the internet, cell 
phones, the environmental movement, and are tech 
dependent. A smartphone is more than an electronic 
device, it’s a part of who they are. Most were starting 
their careers after the 2008 recession which reduced 
their earning potential, and they also have more debt 
due to increased college tuition costs but more of 
them are college educated compared to other genera-
tions. They are also likely to have less disposable in-
come due to the higher debt. They seem to be more 
idealistic, too. It’s not just working for a paycheck; 
it’s working for a purpose or a cause.  

Generation X (1965 – 1980) 43 – 58 years old. Gen 
Xers have been described as independent and try to 
balance their work and personal lives. Typical Xers 
have a do-it-yourself attitude, are tech savvy but not 
tech dependent, and lean toward casual in their style 
of dress. Oil leaking around the valve cover your 
2004 Honda Civic? Watch a YouTube video, order 
the part online, and do it yourself. Their kids are in 
high school, college, or working full time. They’re 
starting to think about grandkids and taking care of 
their aging parents. Some are starting to have some 
disposable income due to kids moving out and the 

passing of their parents. “I remember riding in dad’s 
antique car as a kid and you know, I think I can get it 
running again. Dad would have loved to see me driv-
ing it.”  

By now you’re probably thinking, what do genera-
tional differences have to do with car clubs? In order 
to market a product you have to know your market 
window. Everyone talks about getting younger peo-
ple involved in the hobby and that’s great. Plant the 
old car seed in a youngster and hopefully when they 
grow up, they will embrace the hobby. But let’s face 
it, most people under the age of 25 have very little 
disposable income and very little free time. School, 
sports, and a part time job take most of their time. So 
what about the 26 – 45 age group? This demographic 
is in the middle of their careers and have families, so 
their money and time are also limited. I’m not saying 
that no one under 45 likes old cars. All I’m saying is 
that their lives are so busy they don’t have the time. I 
look back to when I was that age. A man that I knew 
tried to get me to join AACA. I told him I didn’t have 
time for a club. I have a full-time job, a small busi-
ness, a farm, and three kids playing soccer. I barely 
have time to sleep. Fortunately, he was persistent, 
and I finally joined the KYANA Region a few years 
later after our son graduated from high school. Our 
oldest daughter was in high school and driving so we 
were no longer a taxi service for her. That left our 
youngest daughter who was still in middle school but 
being a taxi for one kid takes a lot less time. It wasn’t 
until she graduated that we began to have some free 
time.  

The point that I’m trying to make is to be mindful of 
younger people’s hectic lives when trying to recruit 
them. Us baby boomers were once as busy as they 
are so be patient. When they reach the 45 – 65 age 
group is when they start to have some disposable in-
come, free time, and start thinking about their youth. 
That is when they are most likely to join a club.  

The National Beat 
By  Peter W. Pandolfi 

2023 Refreshment List 

Month Snacks Drinks 

June Gilkey Gilkey 

July Price Price 

August Picnic Sesslers 

September Richardson Richardson 

October Hudson Hudson 

November Pozdol Price 

December Cookie Exchange 
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Car of the Month continued 

On the right side was a full length bench which could 
double as a place to lay a second patient.  Usually, this 
was the seating area for the attendants working on the 
patient.  Under the padding was a storage area for long 
items such as splints, the Reeves stretcher and a few 
extrication tools.  Oxygen bottles were stored in the 
front cabinets along with a portable suction device.  A 
lot of stuff for a small area.  In addition to the equip-
ment, you had the patient and two to three attendants 
in the back speeding to the hospital.  Communication 
became a little strained with the road noise, engine 
noise, radio traffic and blaring sirens. 

Speaking of sirens, this ambulance had both a Federal 
electronic siren and a three-tone mechanical siren.  
You would be most familiar with the electronic siren 
with it’s up and down wave tone, warble tone, or hi-lo 
tone similar to European sirens.  The mechanical siren 
is more like those of the 1940s and 50s.  This siren 

with its three tones developed such a loud screech that 
could pierce any sound insulation.  I once saw a driver 
use this siren on a car that would not yield the right of 
way.  He got close behind the car and laid into the si-
ren.  It actually vibrated the car in front of us.  We got 
the driver’s attention.  One other thing about the siren, 
at that time most American cars had a floor-mounted 
hi-beam headlight switch.  In the ambulance there 
were two such buttons one which controlled the siren.  
At night, better choose the right switch. 

I could go on for hours about my experience in this 
ambulance, but I have already gone too long.  Just as a 
side, while this was a vehicle with a very comfortable 
ride, I would not recommend it for a long road trip.  
The huge engine combined with the weight meant you 

averaged about 4 miles per gallon.  With a standard 16 
gallon gas tank, you were not going to go too far.  
Next issue we will see the next step in the evolution 
with a 1971 Cadillac Superior ambulance.  

 

 

Rig 29 at a commercial fire in Dumont 

At another fire.  Note the silver mass behind the 
left side grille.  That is the 3-tone siren. 

Example of a WWII vintage Army ambulance 

Example of a WWI vintage Army ambulance 
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This article presents a badge or logo and provides a 
brief explanation of the item.  The source for the fol-
lowing information was derived from Wikipedia.  

Errett Lobban (E. L.) Cord began his career in auto-
mobiles when he became the manager of the fading 
Auburn Automobile Company in Auburn, Indiana in 
1924. Through business maneuvers like taking stock 
options and profit percentages instead of a salary, 
Cord built the Cord Corporation, a holding company 
for such automobile companies including Auburn, 
Duesenberg Incorporated, and Cord Automobile. 

As 1929 approached, 
things were looking good 
for Cord and the empire he 
had created. The portfolio 
of his Cord Corporation 
included flashy Auburn 
automobiles, Lycoming 
engines, Stinson aircraft, 
Checker taxicabs, and even 
the mighty Duesenberg 
among its offerings, but 
Cord was an auto manufac-
turer without a namesake 
marque. 

He rectified the situation in June 1929 with the intro-
duction of the Cord L-29—the first front-wheel-drive 
automobile sold in the American market—and one 
that offered dramatically different styling. A Ly-
coming straight-eight engine, modified to drive a 
front-mounted transaxle assembly, provided power. 
This radically different layout offered unprecedented 
lowness and a long hood. The Cord Automobile logo 
was the Cord family coat-of-arms. The emblem is 
similar to the Scottish “McCord” heraldry. The logo 
has a knight’s helm at the top, a shield with two hearts 
and an arrow at the top, a dividing black line, and two 
arrows and a heart at the bottom, with a banner that 
reads “CORD.” 

Initial sales were brisk as the summer of 1929 turned 
to fall, but in late October the stock market crash 
poured cold water on sales of the sporty L-29.  In all, 
Cord sold roughly 5000 examples before production 
ended on December 31, 1931. 

About the same time Gordon Buehrig, who had been 
the chief body designer for Duesenberg since 1929, 
move on to General Motors. There, for an internal de-
sign competition, he created a streamlined sedan fea-
turing a blunt nose, externally mounted radiators, and 

concealed headlamps. The design placed last with 
styling boss Harley Earl and other GM executives but 
finished first among Buehrig’s fellow competing de-
signers. 

Soon after that, Duesenberg president Harold Ames 
lured Buehrig back to the company and Buehrig’s fu-
turistic model became the Cord 810 of 1936.  Cord 
offered the 810 as a sedan as well as two- and four-
seat convertibles. As beautiful and innovative as the 
cars were, the company lacked the necessary capital 
to properly develop them and bring them to market; 
the goal of producing 1000 cars per month never ma-
terialized. The 1937 model, renamed the 812 but vir-
tually identical to the 810, added two long-wheelbase 
sedans and an optional supercharger with chrome-
plated side exhausts snaking out of the hood. 

While the design would prove timeless, time had run 
out for Cord. Some 3000 of the 810/812 series were 
made before production came to a halt in August 
1937. By then, Cord himself had cashed out his own-
ership of the company and retired to California.  Be-
fore the end of December, the company was in bank-
ruptcy and the revolutionary Cord automobile became 
a fascinating footnote in automotive history. The de-
sign and engineering would resonate and inspire for 
decades, however, and to this day Cord automobiles 
enjoy an enthusiastic following of both owners and 
admirers. 

1930 Cord L-29 

1937 Cord 812 Cabriolet 

What’s In a Name 
By Peter W. Pandolfi 
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Local Calendar: 

Jun 3—Historic Fredericksburg Show, Fredericks-
burg, VA 

Jun 10—Latimore Car Show, Gettysburg, PA 

Jun 13-17— Rolls-Royce National Meet, Gettysburg, 
PA 

Jun 11 – Monthly Business Meeting, VFW Hall 

Jun 17—Lions Car Show & Parade, Herndon, VA 

Jun 18—Sully Father’s Day Show, Chantilly, VA 

Jul 9 – Monthly Business Meeting, VFW Hall 

Aug 13 – Monthly Business Meeting, Sessler’s 

Aug 19—Rose Hill Benefit Show, Frederick, MD 

Sep 4—Labor Day Car Show, Fairfax, VA 

Sep 10 – Monthly Business Meeting, VFW Hall 
(Show Prep) 

Sep 16 – Edgar Rohr Memorial Car Meet, TBD 

Oct 15 – Monthly Business Meeting, VFW Hall 
(moved for Hershey) 

Nov 12 – Monthly Business Meeting, VFW Hall (Car 
Show Review) 

Dec 2 – Manassas Christmas Parade 

Dec 10 – Monthly Business Meeting, VFW Hall 
(Cookie Exchange & Officer Elections for 2024) 

National Calendar: 

Jun 25-28—Eastern Division Tour, Denver, PA 

Jul 16-22—Founders Tour, Ontario, Canada 

Jul 26-29—Special Eastern Summer Nationals, Nor-
wich, NY 

Aug 10-12—Grand Nationals, Bettendorf, IA 

Oct 3-6—Eastern Fall Nationals, Hershey, PA 

Oct 22-27—Glidden Tour, Thomasville, GA 

Disclaimer:  The Bull Run Region does not guaran-
tee or endorse any of the items and services appear-
ing in this feature column.  Such items and services 
are solely the opinions of the Bull Run member sub-
mitting the item for publication and transactions are 
solely between the provider and recipient.  Bull Run 
Region provides this space as a service to our mem-
bers and reserves the right to deny publication of sub-
missions at the discretion of the Editor. 

For Sale:  Collection of vintage dash plaques from 
the surrounding area.  (Actual collection not pictured.)  
Goes back decades with some in their original enve-
lopes.  Sold separately or as a collection.  Contact 
Chip Rohr, crohrsoccer@comcast.net.   

 

 

The Parking Lot 2023 Bull Run Events Calendar 

June Trivia Question Answer: 

Carroll Shelby's Mustang GT350 
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